Discussion Questions

1.  What are some concerns you have about the possibility of implementing Family Formation at your parish?

2.  How would/have you answer(ed) parishioners who would say, “This will never work”?

3. How will/have you transition(ed) parents into thinking of themselves as the primary religious educators of their children?

4. How does Family Formation effect the role others at the parish perceived you as having, namely the fact that you, as a religious educator, were the primary educator of their children?  How will you have to redefine your role?  What changes will you need to make?

5. What do you need to do to get your parish priest on board with you and support this program?  What would he need to be convinced and be a strong advocate for you?  Remember, God’s grace can transform hearts.

6. Who on your parish staff is least likely to support Family Formation?  Why?  What objections might they bring?  How would you answer these objections AND how could you, if not win them over, at least find common ground with them?

7. Most people are afraid of change.  In a parish setting there can be a strong sense of local tradition/custom in a parish and change can mean stepping on someone’s toes.  Change can also imply that the current way is not working and it seems to discredit the people who pioneered and love the current way.  How can you win those people’s support for something new?  How can you get these people actively excited and interested in something new?

8.  Another reason people are afraid of change at the parish level is because they are afraid of losing parishioners.  Budgets are tight and numbers are down for new family registrations in many parishes.  How can you convince your parish that now is the time to try something new?  What do you risk by trying something new?  What do you risk if you continue on the same track that you are doing?  What can you gain from trying Family Formation?  What do you gain from your current way of doing things?

